
INTRODUCTION 

 

Isaiah 61:3-4 

 

And provide for those who grieve in Zion –  

he will give them a crown of beauty 

 for ashes, 

the oil of joy for mourning, 

and a garment of praise 

 for the spirit of despair. 

That they will be called oaks of righteousness, 

a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor. 

 

And they will rebuild the ancient ruins 

 and restore the places long devastated; 

And they will renew the ruined cities that have been 

 devastated for generations. 

 

     

 Oaks and Ruins? Smashed bricks and an acorn?  You might be asking yourself what in the world that 

is all about?  Well, for us it has been a huge part of our journey over the past 21 months or so as you’ll 

read in the pages that follow.  This journey has had its share of heartache and pain as well as a fair share 

of beauty and redemption.  These two verses from the book of Isaiah have encouraged us, consoled us, 

and given us hope for the future.  The deep promises of God held in these scriptures are beautiful and life-

giving and make us excited for what God has in store.  So, if you’ll let us, we would like to take a few 

minutes and give you the context and foundation for this book and our story through this passage. 

 

 The entire chapter of Isaiah 61 is speaking to those who are broken and hurting.  Verses 3-4 

specifically point to what God will “provide for those who grieve”.  Grief is a crazy thing and can cripple 

you and lie to you.  But the very next phrase is a promise that we have clung to for over a year and a 

half…”he will give them a crown of beauty for ashes”.  That has been our prayer and our hope.  That God 

would take our pain (ashes) and make something beautiful out of it.  But what we have learned and what 

we read in this passage is that it is an exchange…”beauty FOR ashes”, “oil of joy FOR mourning”, and “a 

garment of praise FOR the spirit of despair”.  We must be willing to give the Father our brokenness and 

pain and allow him to do with it as he sees fit.  Not easy, but definitely worth the reward. 

 

 You see, this passage of scripture promises us redemption, but it is also promising us that we are 

going to endure hardship.  But the struggles are not in vain.  The verse tells us why….”that they will be 

called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor”.  I don’t think the oak 



tree was just randomly chosen out of all the trees to describe those who partner with God in the midst of 

their struggle.  An oak tree has a deep tap root that brings the tree life giving water, but the oak’s 

horizontal root system can occupy a space four to seven times the width of the tree’s crown which brings 

incredible stability during storms.  In addition, when oak trees are in close proximity to other oaks, they 

can even share root systems that have grafted together making them even stronger.  All this starts with an 

acorn, the oak tree’s fruit.  Experts say that only 1 in 10,000 acorns will manage to develop into an oak 

tree.  If acorns don’t receive the water and care necessary, they will never germinate and grow into a tree.  

But given the right care and conditions, a tiny, seemingly insignificant acorn will turn into one of the 

mightiest and most beautiful trees on the planet.  In other words, if we will make the exchange with God 

and link arms with others who are broken and hurting, he will make us into people who are strong and 

mighty, deeply rooted, all for the purpose of making him famous! 

 

 The coolest part of this whole process is found in verse 4.  If we give God our pain, not only will he 

make beautiful things from it and make us into mighty oaks, but he will use us to bring restoration to 

others – ”And they will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated”.  What an 

incredible promise.  He will bring restoration and healing to others through our pain.  It is a remarkable 

thing that God’s plan for changing the world and healing the hearts of wounded people is us…individuals 

who are wounded, broken, and hurting ourselves. 

 

 So, regardless of the loss or pain you’re going through, our desire is that you read the following pages 

through the lens of the promises found in Isaiah 61:3-4.  Will you be one of the 1 in 10,000?  We believe 

you can.  Turn to the Father and give him your sorrow.  Let your roots grow deep and wide.  Look for 

how God wants to use your story to bring Him glory and impact the lives of others for the Kingdom.  

There’s more to your story than just pain...God is up to so much more…we are living proof.   


